THE DAY OF THE FLYING GHOSTS              n

" Faith in Australia/*    You would not, perhaps, remember
the name.    Yet it, too, made headlines in its time.

In 1933, " Faith in Australia," piloted by C. T. Ulm,
made a record-breaking flight from the United Kingdom
to Australia ; and it made another record to New Zealand
in 1934.

Long before this war it had dropped out of regular use.
But, when the trouble came in New Guinea, a pilot named
Arthur Collins and a mechanic named Taylor worked all
through a day and a blacked-out night to get it ready
for another flight.

There was a Japanese raid there that day, but they
did not stop work when the bombs came whining down.
They did not stop for meals, but swallowed hunks of
bread hastily while they worked. They did not stop at
night, but worked on, holding a torch in one hand. There
were more bombs that night.

rjThey knew that it was a toss-up whether the resurrected
machine would cross the Owen Stanley peaks. That had
to be risked.

They loaded the machine with women and children.
At the last minute Sir Walter McNicholl, the Administrator
of New Guinea, was carried aboard, very ill, on a stretcher.

On the journey they lost their way. There are no " fixes "
over that trackless jungle country. But Taylor picked up
an instrument which was lying loose on the floor of the
cabin, and held it out of the window of the-aircraft, thus
gaining vital figures which helped them to re-set their course.

When they landed at Port Moresby, Collins said:
" Ycu might bring me a brandy. I never expected to
get here to drink one ! "

And then the airport authorities declared that machine
unairworthy, also ; and, in fact, Collins flew back to Port
Moresby as one of Stephens* passengers, ,and picked up